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Meetings are held on 1st and 
3rd    Tuesdays (and 5th) at 
the  Mingara Club at 6:00 for 
6:30 Board meetings on the 
2nd Tuesdays and social 
nights on the 4th.  
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David:  43881749 or 

0450068887 
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Serving the Community for 50 years 

 Gary was introduced by David, as they have served   
together on the Camp Breakaway Commi ee. Gary 
is the founder of the Disabled Surfers Associa on 
which aims for everyone to have a safe and amazing            
experience helping disabled people enjoy the surf! 
Their catchphrase is “Pu ng Smiles on Dials” 

They are proud that they can help people with    
almost any disability—from injured people to blind 
people to ven lated quadriplegics.  All members of 
the organisa on have been carefully trained in the 

difficul es of being disabled, so that they can learn to interact effec vely with the 
surfers, with compassion and understanding.   

On the beach, the levels of training are clearly visible.  All volunteers wear a bright 
blue shirt—they have some training before they are allowed to help.  Par cipants 
wear yellow, so they can be clearly iden fied.  Primary care givers wear a different 
blue, as they o en wish to go too, but may be called on to assist their charge as 
well.   

Disabled Surfers Associa on of Australia 
                                            Gary  Blaschke  - 1st November                                                      
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There are three clearly documented levels of training 
from there.  Beach Marshalls wear green, and direct 
people to and from the area of the beach.  And the   
important people are those in red shirts.  They are the 
team leaders, fully trained and experienced surfers who 
know how to read the waves. 

Safety is the primary concern.  Beaches are carefully 
chosen not only for access but also for mild waves.  
Toowoon Bay was the original beach used on the coast, 
but now they are using Umina, which is well protected 
in most weather.  To take a disabled surfer into the  
water, there is a minimum requirement of 6:1            
volunteers, and o en as many as 20 people involved 
with a single surfer. For the hardest cases, it could be 
30:1. 

Every person with Disabled Surfing is a volunteer.  They 
have no employed staff, and yet they have no difficulty 
finding volunteers.  They put out the call, and people 
come along because everyone has fun.  Gary ran a film 
showing a typical day at the beach, and the volunteers 
were of all ages—down to about 10.   

Gary founded this organisa on 37 years ago, a er a 
motorcycle accident which he was told would stop him 
from surfing.  In working out how to get back in the  
water, he also realised how many others would like to 
join him. 

Gary has been instrumental in developing wheelchairs 
to enable access not only to the beach and water, but 
also to the bush.  They needed to have good brakes, 
they need to be able to lie flat, and need to                 

accommodate balloon tyres for beach and water       
access. They have even designed a sling which lies on 
the chair with handles for li ing the person—he calls it 
the “Surf and Turf”! 

Gary has been approached by government departments 
as a consultant on disabili es, because of his experience 
across the full range of problems.  He has not sought 
government funding, as memberships and sponsorships 
supply the funds needed.  

He has also used his experience to organise building a 
beach access ramp at Lakes Beach, so it is possible for 
people in a chair to go over the dunes.  He put it out 
that he needed tradies to assist in building, and he had 
70 turn up on the day. 

In all this me there has never been an accident—
Lloyds of London have now given DSA a 50% discount 
on their premiums.  And they have their own               
defibrillators, which they are taught to use in Level 3 
training. 

Gary is a great speaker, who demonstrated that it is 
possible to do amazing things if you put your mind to it. 
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Grandparents raising  
                     Grandchildren 
Half of the profits from Sales of Christmas Trees 
from all six Rotary Clubs taking part each year go 
to “Grandparents Raising Grandchildren” (GrG ). 
So when our club received an invita on to send members to 
assist with a BBQ at a GRG camp at the Sports and Recrea on 
Camp at Point Wolstoncro , near Gwandalan  it seemed like 
an ideal opportunity to help but also to find out a bit more 
about them. 

Don Cannings and I went to Pt Wolstoncro  at 10 am last 
Sunday. We were joined by Rotarians & partners from      
Kariong Somersby & Woy Woy , two of the clubs that had 
started the Christmas Tree Sales some 12 years ago. We   
arrived in me to observe & partake in morning tea & had 
plenty of me to chat to some of the other Rotarians , Greg             
Groppenheimer & Max Pi olo from Kariong and Don & Susan 
Tee from Woy Woy . We discovered that the Camp lasted for 
the weekend, was run by Dept of Sports and Recrea on who 
provided ac vity leaders & that this year there were about 

80 Grandparents & Grandchildren in a endance. The grand-
kids had taken part in a range of ac vi es which included 
canoeing, archery , football, & tennis and quieter ac vi es 
such as cra  & quizzes . For the grandparents it was a chance 
to relax a bit and talk to the other grandparents and Camp 
Counsellors. 

At 11.45 we went to the BBQ area adjacent to a spacious 
indoor building which included a huge kitchen & serving area 
& a large dining hall. The kitchen supervisor said that two 
school groups had booked  for the following week and that 
would involve catering for 180 kids for most meals and 360 
for Wed lunch! We cooked and served Snags, Rissoles and 
Chicken skewers & the camp a endees and their grand     
parents and the sports & rec staff helped themselves to 
bread & salads. A er service we fed ourselves & I sat down 

next to one of the grandmothers. This is her story although 
Jan is not her real name. 

Jan has been looking a er 6 grandchildren a er their father 
walked out and the family moved in with her. Then one day 
her daughter, who had mental health (and I suspect drug) 
issues le  and never came back. Jan’s husband had died and 
she struggled to bring the first 3 grandchildren to adulthood. 
She now has just the younger three at home a 6, 7 & 10 year 
old. She is now in her late six es and suffers from arthri s. 
The ten year old came to sit with us with a sausage sambo in 
his hand . He is obviously very fond of his grandma but a er a 
while was called away by a younger brother. Jan said that he 
has had a brain tumour but that it has been removed & he is 
in remission. They have recently been told that he is only  
required to go annually back to the specialist which is really 
encouraging. Jan tells me that Rotary are wonderful and that 
the help from GrG is   really appreciated. The annual Camp is 
a great break from normal day to day ac vity , the kids really 
enjoy the outdoor ac vi es & it gives her a chance to catch 
up with other grandparents she has not seen so o en over 
the period of the Covid restric ons. It came out in               
conversa on that she was a teacher before she re red. 

I discussed her situa on with Don , who has worked in      
disabili es and aged care, & we agreed that she had had a 
hard life & one which was likely to get more difficult over the 
next 10 years  especially if her arthri s got worse. I pondered 
how many grandparents found themselves in this situa on. 
Don said that with drugs remaining a problem on the Coast, 
that there would always be some young adults whose       
dependence on drugs made them unwilling or unable to 
properly look a er their kids and that Grandparents who  
were  willing and able to accept the physical, emo onal & 
     Con nued next page    
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Wine Tas ng at The Lake House 29th October—Social ou ng 

A beau ful Saturday a ernoon was spent spoiling ourselves, telling tall stories and tas ng Hunter Valley 
wine on the last weekend in October. 

The wine fes val was put on by Shaun to encourage people to get out and about again.  We very much 
enjoyed the singing which ran through many old favourites, and the wineries were delighted to tell us 
about the characteris cs of each of their wines while we pretended to be experts. 

We think that being a Rotarian means we should be suppor ng our local area where possible.  This day 
was a great example of the fun we can have whilst doing “our duty”. 

Thank you Clive for organising our a endance! 

 Grandparents raising Grandchildren Cont: 

financial challenges would take over responsibility for raising them rather 
than see them taken in to care. If groups like Grandparents raising Grand-
children can supply support to this dedicated band of Carers then they in 
turn deserve the financial support that Rotary can give them.                                                                                                                                                     

    Clive Denmark  Thursday 3rd November 
Joe Scicluna 15th Nov 
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Tricia from the Humour Founda on advises that she 
will be at the above fundraiser raising funds for 
Clown Doctors, and that she will also be at Mingara 
on Thursday 17th November selling items and our 
Raffle Tickets! Any one able to show up and support 
her would be  welcome! 
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Speaker Reports for the Pelican News So that the job 

of repor ng on our speakers can be shared around, we have a 
roster .  As a guide perhaps  250 — 600 words.  

Please advise if  you are unable to do your allocated day.  

       15th November — Greg 

November 2022   

12th Sat Bunnings BBQ Tuggerah 

15th Tues DG Visit Mingara 

19th Sat Spin & Win  - HAM Bateau Bay 

22nd Tues Social Night ???? 

24th Thurs Raffle ckets Lakeside 

29th Tues Climate future Richard Weller—Mingara 

        

December 2022   

2nd Fri Christmas Trees Pickup 

3rd & 4th Sat-Sun Christmas Trees Mingara 

6th Tues AGM Mingara Boardroom 

9th Fri Christmas Trees Pickup 

10 - 11th Sat-Sun Christmas Trees Mingara 

14th Wed Christmas Party With Erina TBA 

20th Tues No Mee ng   

27th Tues No Mee ng   
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The Rotary Club of The Entrance 
sincerely thanks our sponsors 

and partners,  appearing 
throughout this Bulle n. 

 

 
* Family members 

MEMBERS  Partner landline Mobile E-Mail 

  BENNETT, John Linda Trewern   0433 945 050 jcbenn1604@gmail.com   
  CANNINGS, Don Shirley 4339 9093 0421 838 504 donrot2@optusnet.com.au.  

PP PHF    CRAWFORD, Gordon           Sue Kemp    * 4367 0249 0412 133 700 gordon.crawford@bigpond.com 

  DEAN, Anthea     0423 366 799 anthea.dean1@gmail.com 

3PP 3PHF DENMARK, Clive Jenny                         0400 425 210 hamletconsul ng@bigpond.com 
 PHF GLOVER, Julie Phil   0427 426 393 weetaliba@bigpond.com 

3PP 3PHF HEARDER, Robin Judi   * 4333 8087 0404 160 548 rhearder39@gmail.com 
  PAUL, Louise     0410 241 491 louise@sunflowerproperty.com.au 
  McBRIDE, Emma   4353 0127   mcbride.mp@aph.gov.au 
  MALONEY, Greg Ros   0414 389 590 gregmaloneymarke ng@outlook.com 
  SCICLUNA, Joe Rita   0421 744 305 joescicluna50@hotmail.com 

PHF SMITH, Kalvin      0412 443 686 kalvin@kalvinsmith.com 
  TROTT, Kathleen Anthony   *   0412 155 209 kathleenmt75@gmail.com  

2PP 2PHF WATERHOUSE, David Dianne 4388 1749 0450 068 887 waterhoused@bigpond.com      
PDG 4PP 6PHF WARD, Peter Anne Cantrill 4385 1277 0414 321 773 pwardmail@gmail.com      

            


